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Abstract: This study aimed to identify the difficulties faced by students with 
learning disabilities in English language skills from the point of view of their parents 
in Irbid Governorate. The study used the descriptive approach and developed a 
questionnaire as an instrument consisting of 30 items. The instrument was applied to 
a sample of 165 parents of students with learning disabilities in English. The results 
of the study showed that the most difficulties faced by students with LDs in English 
language are the skills related to speaking, followed by skills related to writing, and 
the skill related to reading ranked last. Based on the results, the study recommended 
conducting similar studies to the current study on other classes and for different 
subjects. 
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Introduction  
Speaking, reading, and writing skills are among the distinct areas of linguistic 
activity in the lives of both the individual and the group as a tool for discovering 
knowledge and communicating with what the human mind has produced and through 
which the individual embarks on continuing education. Language has become an 
imperative necessity in the era in which we live, and the skills of speaking, reading, 
and writing is still the most important means that convey to us the fruits of the human 
mind, and the purest human feelings known to the world of the printed page 
(khasawneh, 2021). 
Speaking, reading, and writing skills are a major goal of the school curriculum, 
and at the same time, they are an indispensable means of achieving the curriculum 
itself, in addition to being the most important and necessary means of obtaining 
information and knowledge. These skills help in being able to achieve educational 
attainment and to learn the rest of the subjects successfully and mastery. Also, 
success in any business or field requires mastering the skill of speaking, reading, and 
writing skills. (khasawneh, 2021). These skills are among the most important means 
of communication between man and the world in which he lives, through which 
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information increases, and through which he reveals facts that were unknown to him. 
They represent the key to all ancient and modern human knowledge in every science 
and art/ They also support the link between man's past, present, and future, through 
which he learns about the history of previous nations, and acquires knowledge and 
experience to develop his present and plans his future (Lei et al., 2020). 
Despite the many means of obtaining knowledge from radio, television, cinema, 
and theatre, the skills of speaking, reading, and writing will remain the permanent 
source of human growth, self-realization, and satisfaction of needs and desires. These 
major skills are not only the most important language arts, but they are the most 
important educational material for the student (khasawneh, 2021). Reading is an 
interactive process between the reader and the written text, as the reader uses the 
previous knowledge and skills he possesses with each new text, and this leads to an 
understanding of the written material (Barwasser et al., 2020). 
The writing skill is a precise technical skill that includes a set of sensory, 
kinesthetic, visual, and nervous effects, as well as the skill of using writing tools, and 
flexibility in using learning through the fingertips in a system that leads to drawing 
shapes of letters and words. Writing is one of the most important inventions by man. 
It includes multiple skills related to written drawing, knowledge of written symbols, 
knowledge of calligraphy techniques, punctuation skills, the ability to connect words 
and sentences, perceive the relationships between them and organize them, and 
linking between style and situations of use (khasawneh, 2020). 
Reading and writing play an important role in the development of the child's 
personality and affect his social relationships. Weakness in these aspects leads to 
imbalance, introversion, anxiety, fear, frustration, and a feeling of inferiority, or may 
lead to aggression. The linguistic weakness represented in the aspects of reading and 
writing is an indication of one of the forms of deviation from the normal level 
(khasawneh, 2017). Writing skill is one of the necessary language skills that 
determine school success and achievement. Failure to meet academic requirements is 
often caused by poor basic skills needed, and written language is one of the areas of 
focus in assessment and education. In the case of students with learning difficulties, 
the interest in evaluating speaking, reading, and writing skills are due to various 
reasons, including that these skills are a major component of the school curriculum 
(khasawneh, 2019). 
Statement of the problem  
The problem of the study appears from the apparent weakness in acquiring the 
skills of speaking, reading, and writing among students with learning difficulties in 
the English language. There is a noticeable weakness among these students. Faced 
with this reality, the researcher believes that there is a need to diagnose the 
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difficulties of speaking, reading, and writing among those with difficulties learning 
the English language from the point of view of parents.  
Questions of the study: 
- What are the difficulties faced by students with learning disabilities in English 
language skills (speaking, reading, and writing) from the point of view of their 
parents? 
Significance of the study  
This study derives its significance from its subject related to identifying the 
difficulties faced by students with LDs. The speaking, reading, and writing skills are 
the entrance to the knowledge of human thought associated with all different types of 
knowledge. The study shows the difficulties faced by students with learning 
difficulties as perceived by the students' parents. The results of the study might help 
teachers and educators in reaching some descriptive and statistical indications related 
to its results. The results also are useful to the competent authorities on the 
difficulties of learning English language skills. 
Delimitations  
The current study was limited to parents of students with LDs in English in Irbid 
Governorate for the academic year 2019-2020. The results of this study are 
determined by the honesty of the respondents on the instrument prepared in this 
study.  
Literature review  
Since the subject of learning disabilities is a relatively recent topic, we find a lot 
of variation and different opinions in the process of determining the manifestations, 
characteristics, and features of learning disabilities. It was found that teachers agree 
on the following features that characterize students with learning disabilities. Such 
students have weaknesses in the ability to pay attention, focus, remember and think 
(compared to their peers in the class). They have disturbances in general perception 
such as the perception of time, place, and relationships, in addition to weakness in 
general knowledge, vocabulary, and expression. They also show emotional 
imbalance, such as mood instability, weakness in coordination, and general motor 
synergy during the performance of motor behavior, and excessive activity sometimes 
and making movements without a specific goal. These students do not pay attention 
and focus for a sufficient period on a person who is talking to them or to someone 
who is doing an action that attracts attention (khasawneh, 2021). 
If the student has an organic defect in parts of the brain, this may affect the 
process of visual perception and thus affect the learning process. The influence is 
concentrated on visual perception and auditory perception. In the first case, the 
student suffers from difficulty in the process of visual reception, so he finds that he is 
not able to find the missing things in the picture, for example, and he has difficulty 
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knowing the ways and paths known to him and uses them frequently. When he writes 
or draws for things that are in front of him, he faces difficulty in conveying what he 
sees on the paper on which he writes or draws and has difficulty noticing deficiencies 
or errors in words, shapes, or pictures in front of him (Swanson et al., 2020). 
The student also suffers from what is known as the visual link, which is 
represented by his inability to distinguish between shapes according to their size and 
shape. It is also difficult for him to link similar objects. It is also difficult for him to 
link images, objects, and meanings indicating them. The student also suffers from 
visual discrimination between letters, numbers, and so on, and his ability to 
remember visually is weak, meaning that it is difficult for him to remember things 
until after he repeats looking at the word he wants to write many times (khasawneh, 
2020). 
As for the problems of auditory perception, he suffers from difficulties in the 
process of auditory reception. He hears what is asked of him, but he does not 
understand it, and therefore does not respond to it appropriately. He is unable to 
distinguish sounds and may pay attention to unimportant sounds and does not 
distinguish them from important sounds and thus facilitating his dispersal in the 
classroom and learning situations. He also suffers from weak visual memory and 
weak auditory memory, as it is difficult for him to repeat the words or numbers that 
he heard in a sequence, and it is difficult for him to repeat the story that he heard 
regularly. These perceptual problems, even if they are in the visual or auditory fields, 
affect the extent to which he acquires experiences and the extent to which he 
understands and comprehends them, and therefore affects his ability to learn in 
general (Khasawneh, 2021). 
Previous studies  
Abdel Moneim and Hamada (2019) explored the impact of the strategies of 
attention and working memory on improving reading skills among students with LDs 
in the third grade in Kafer El Bateek Al assay School. The study was applied to 30 
students, who were divided into two groups. The experimental group studied using 
the strategies of attention and working memory. The results revealed the 
effectiveness of the proposed program to reduce the problems in reading skills among 
students with learning disabilities.  
Qadri (2018) investigated the difficulties facing students with LDs according to 
the variables of the gender of the teacher and the parent. The study explored their 
perception of these difficulties. The study used the survey methodology and 
developed a questionnaire, which was distributed to a sample of 10 teachers and 20 
parents. The findings revealed that personal factors are more relevant than academic 
factors among students. The results showed that the teachers’ inefficiency has more 
role than the social factor.  
"Science and Education" Scientific Journal / ISSN 2181-0842 November 2021 / Volume 2 Issue 11
www.openscience.uz 595
Abu Salah and Al Hadidi (2017) identified the levels of difficulties facing 
students in writing skills among 4-6 grades according to the teachers’ perspectives. 
The study used the descriptive method and developed a questionnaire, which was 
applied to 4221 teachers. The findings revealed a high level of difficulty in learning 
writing according to teachers’ views. There were differences between the perceptions 
of teachers in public and private schools. Male teachers shared more difficulties than 
female teachers.  
Al-Jubouri and Al-Ghaziwat (2016) explored the difficulties faced by EFL 
students in Al-Karak city, Jordan in learning English vocabulary from the point of 
view of teachers. The study developed a questionnaire and applied it to a sample of 
177 teachers. The results showed variations in the perceptions of teachers toward the 
difficulties faced by EFL students. These perceptions differ according to the gender 
and the academic qualification of the teacher.  
Abu Khadra (2016) identified the challenges faced by international students 
while learning English in the Midwestern American University. The study included 
20 students, who were selected randomly to be part of this study. The students were 
from different nationalities. The results showed that the most important challenge 
was the lack of social interaction. The findings also revealed that pronunciation and 
reading were among the most challenging skills.  
Methodology  
Sample of the study  
The study population consisted of all parents of students with learning 
disabilities in the English language in Irbid Governorate, and the study sample 
consisted of (165) parents of students with learning difficulties in the English 
language. The sample was selected randomly. 
Instrument of the study  
The researcher used the questionnaire that he prepared for the study to reveal the 
difficulties faced by students with LDs in English language skills (speech, reading, 
and writing). The questionnaire consisted of (40) items and dealt with three 
dimensions (speaking, reading, and writing). 
Validity  
The researcher presented the questionnaire in its initial form to a group of 
experts in the field of English language and its teaching methods, in the field of 
special education, measurement, and evaluation, and from the English language 
supervisors in the Ministry of Education. The purpose was to assess its validity in 
measuring what it was prepared for and based on the opinions of the panel of judges, 
the questionnaire was reformulated and amended to become in its final form. 
Reliability  
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To verify the stability of the instrument, it was calculated by the method of 
internal consistency. The questionnaire was applied to a survey sample from outside 
the study sample (20) of parents of students, and the application was repeated after a 
two-week interval on the same sample. The correlation coefficient was calculated 
using the Pearson coefficient, which was (88.0). The reliability coefficients were 
calculated using Cronbach's alpha equation, and Table (1) shows the ratios for these 
coefficients. These percentages were considered acceptable for this study. 
Table 1 
Cronbach alpha's internal consistency coefficient 
Dimensions  internal consistency coefficient 
Speaking  0.69 
Writing  0.81 
Reading  0.74 
Total  0.88 
Results and discussion 
The mean scores and standard deviations of the difficulties faced by students 
with LDs in English language skills (speaking, reading, and writing) were extracted 
from the parents’ point of view. Table 2 illustrates the results. 
Table 2 
The mean scores and standard deviations of the difficulties faced by students with 
LDs according to parents 
Rank NO. Dimension  Mean score Standard deviation  
1 1 Speaking  4.86  0.41 
2 2 Writing  4.57  0.54 
3 3 Reading  4.23  0.53 
  Total  4.58  0.36 
Table (2) shows that the mean scores ranged between (4.32-4.86). The 
dimension of speaking came in the first rank, with the highest mean score of (4.86), 
followed by the writing dimension with a mean score of (4.57). The dimension of 
reading came in the last rank with a mean score of (4.32). The total mean score for 
the difficulties in general was (4.58). 
The mean score and standard deviations of the estimates of the study sample 
were calculated on the items of each dimension separately, as indicated in tables (3, 
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Table 3 
The mean scores and standard deviations of the speaking domain items are arranged 
in descending order according to the mean score 




students with LDs in English find it difficult 
to complete the missing phrases 
84.9  42 ,0 
2 8 
students with learning disabilities choose an 
inappropriate time to speak. 
24.9  13 ,0 
3 10 
Students with LDs find it difficult to use long 
sentences in speech. 
5.87  83 ,0 
4 15 Students with LDs appear slow in speaking. 94.1  19 ,0 
5 6 
Students with LDs in English complain of a 
lack of use of the language of speech. 
84.1  78 ,0 
6 1 
The degree of impairment in auditory 
perception is reflected in the ability of 
students to speak. 
44.1  79 ,0 
7 5 
Students with LDs find it difficult to control 
the volume of the voice 
14.1  49 ,0 
8 13 
People with English language learning 
difficulties drop some letters when speaking. 
44.0  29 ,0 
9 14 
The psychological state of students with LDs 
affects their ability to speak. 
53.9  19 ,0 
10 3 
Students with LDs rely heavily on sign 
language and lip movement in their speech. 
83.3  61.1  
11 12 
Students with LDs find it difficult to use 
conjunctions and prepositions. 
43.2  1.24 
12 11 
Students with LDs show a disturbance in the 
pronunciation of letter sounds. 
43.1  51.2  
13 2 
Those with difficulties in learning English 
find it difficult to control breathing. 
53.0  51.3  
14 7 
Students with LDs show difficulty in 
stopping talking. 
72.9  91.2  
15 4 
Students with LDs complain of the difficulty 
of communicating with others. 
12.9  91.2  
Table (3) shows that the mean scores ranged between (2.91-4.98). The item 
“Students with LDs find it difficult to complete the missing phrases” came in the first 
place, with a mean score of (4.98), while the item "Students with LDs complain about 
the difficulty of communicating with others" ranked last, with a mean score of (2.91). 
Reading 
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Table 4 
The mean scores and standard deviations of the reading domain items are arranged in 
descending order according to the mean scores 




Students with LDs find it difficult to 
pronounce unfamiliar words. 
74.8  83 ,0 
2 23 
Students with LDs drop some letters 
from the word they are reading. 
794.  49,0 
3 29 
Students with LDs appear tired and 
stressed after reading aloud. 
634.  66 ,0 
4 26 
Students with LDs find it difficult to 
distinguish between similar letters in 
the spelling drawing while reading. 
614.  29 ,0 
5 28 
Students with LDs find it difficult to 
read poetic texts. 
44.1  79 ,0 
6 25 
Students with LDs drop difficult 
sentences while reading. 
63.7  61.1  
7 30 
The outcome of people with mild 
English language learning difficulties 
is reflected in their reading abilities. 
83.3  021.  
8 16 
Students with LDs find it difficult to 
read aloud. 
73.3  31.2  
9 20 
Students with LDs find it difficult to 
adjust grammar. 
03.3  6.11  
10 18 
Students with LDs find it difficult to 
comprehend what is read 
(understanding the meaning). 
63.2  1.20 
11 19 
Students with LDs find it difficult to 
form syllables to form a word. 
33.1  61.1  
12 21 
Students with LDs drop during 
reading the conjunctions and 
prepositions. 
13.0  41.2  
13 24 
Students with LDs have a lot of 
trouble when they spell words. 
52.8  81.1  
14 22 
Students with LDs repeat the word 
more than once while reading. 
22.5  11.2  
15 27 
Students with LDs seem to be 
uncomfortable with pronouncing 
some letters and words while reading. 
32.2  01.1  
Table (4) shows that the mean scores ranged between (2.23-4.87). The item 
"students with LDs find it difficult to pronounce unfamiliar words" ranked first, with 
a mean score of (4.87). On the other hand, the item "Students with LDs are 
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uncomfortable in pronouncing some letters and words while reading" ranked last, 
with a mean score of (2.23). 
Writing  
Table 5 
The mean scores and standard deviations of the writing domain items are arranged in 
descending order according to the mean scores 




Students with LDs need extra 
activity to correct their spelling 
errors. 
74.8  73 ,0 
2 32 
Students with LDs make 
mistakes in writing some letters. 
14.8  14 ,0 
3 42 
Students with LDs find it 
difficult to arrange ideas in a 
logical order in written 
expression. 
14.3  48 ,0 
4 36 
Students with LDs find it 
difficult to use punctuation marks 
34.1  29 ,0 
5 33 
Students with LDs find it 
difficult to adjust the direction of 
writing (right, left, up, down). 
83.5  61.1  
6 38 
Students with LDs make 
mistakes in writing the hamza at 
the beginning, middle, or end of 
the word. 
33.2  701.  
7 40 
Students with LDs find it 
difficult to write the vowels at 
the end of words. 
83.1  41.0  
8 41 
Students with LDs make a 
mistake in distinguishing 
between functions of words 
093.  1.01 
9 43 
Students with LDs find it 
difficult to use the standard 
language in writing. 
43.0  61.0  
10 44 
Students with LDs show frequent 
spelling errors. 
03.0  5.01  
11 45 
Students with LDs add 
unnecessary letters while writing. 
62.8  51.0  
12 34 
Students with LDs find it 
difficult to distinguish between 
the solar lam and the lunar lam 
when writing. 
32.7  31.0  
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13 31 
Students with LDs find it 
difficult to distinguish the shape 
of the letter according to its 
position in the word. 
52.5  01.1  
14 37 
Students with LDs find it 
difficult to distinguish between 
some forms of writing. 
52.4  51.0  
15 35 
Students with LDs find it 
difficult to differentiate between 
letters that are similar in drawing 
and different in sound 
61.9  61.0  
Table (5) shows that the mean scores ranged between (1.96-4.87). Item No. 39 
came in the first place, with a mean of (4.87). while item No. 35 ranked last, with a 
mean of (1.96). 
The researcher attributes these results to the fact that students with learning 
disabilities in English language tend to use short sentences because they believe that 
these sentences are sufficient to express what they want. Long sentences cause 
students stress, so they avoid them. This may be because students do not appreciate 
the role in speaking, or because they do not hear the words of others well, or do not 
understand them, which leads to failure to estimate the appropriate time to speak. 
The results may be explained because people with learning difficulties in the 
English language may not originally understand the significance of the phrase and its 
meaning. As a result, he cannot complete what was dropped from these phrases. The 
omitted part from the phrase constitutes an important part of it, and those with 
learning difficulties in the English language do not realize these important parts. The 
reason for this is that people with difficulties learning the English language do not 
appreciate the value of time in speaking, nor the value of the intended meaning. 
These students slow down in speech and are careful to choose what they can choose 
from the sentences required of them to convey the idea to others. This is because 
students with LDs in English do not deal with the language in general as ordinary 
people do. The language used is acquired through good speaking, good reception, and 
interaction with the listener, and these matters are incomplete for those with 
difficulties learning the English language. As a result, this disabled person fails to use 
the language of speech. 
Recommendations  
In light of the results of the study, the researcher recommends focusing on the 
difficulties revealed by the study while teaching students with difficulties in learning 
the English language. It is also recommended to conduct studies based on building 
educational and guidance programs for this category of learners concerned with 
addressing the difficulties they face in their learning. 
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